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Mr. Fuller came with that unbounded energy that has always characterised him, and full of zeal for the new work with which his association with Sir Edward Buck had inspired him, and the Department, in which Settlement work and Agricultural work were then united, was soon in first-rate working order. It was reserved, however, for the famine to turn more earnest attention to the agricultural part of the work, especially in regard to schemes for irrigation. But I must not allow myself to be drawn into reminiscences of the tours over the Province which I took with my old friend Mr. Craddock, now its Chief Commissioner, and Mr. Harriott of the Public Works Department, now one of his secretaries, and of the great schemes which we planned and which they have carried out.
One matter which has long attracted the attention of Revenue officers and is now the special care of the Agricultural Department is the question of financing agricultural improvements. The lesson learned by the Government of India is well and briefly expressed in the following sentence from the Report of the Famine Commission, presided over by Sir Anthony (now Lord) Macdonnell: " We attach the highest importance to the establishment of some organisation or method whereby cultivators may obtain, without paying usurious rates of interest, and without being given undue facilities for incurring debts, the advances necessary for carrying on their business.35
The Agriculturists' Loans Act had been passed years before, the object of which was to enable the Government to give cheap ( loans in times of need. But it was too restricted in scope and too rigid in method to be very successful. At the same time it was distinctly contrary to the interests of the money-lender; and he made himself so objectionable to the cultivator in regard to other debts, that he was able, very often, to induce him to refrain from availing himself of the help of the Government. It is to the Madras Government that we owe the initiation of a system which seems more likely to meet the difficulty than anything that has hitherto been attempted.
The very question stated in the extract from the Famine